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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PFOR,US, VN 

SUBJECT:US-SRV TALKS: ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT SESSION 

1 . IN REGARD TO ARRANGEMENTS EOR THE NEXT SESSION OF 
TALKS, PRATT SHOULD CONTACT SRV EMBASSY TO SUGGEST THAT 
THE TWO SIDES MEET AGAIN ON MAY 25 AND TO INVITE THE SRV 
DELEGATION TO THE EMBASSY FOR SUCH A MEETING IF THAT DATE 
IS AGREEABLE. HE SHOULD INEORM THE VIETNAMESE THAT MR. 
HOLBROOKE WILL AGAIN HEAD THE U.S. DELEGATION, WHICH WILL 
ALSO INCLUDE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME OTHER U.S. PERSONNEL 

AS LAST TIME. 

2. PRATT SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT WE CONTINUE TO APPROACH 
THESE TALKS SERIOUSLY AND WITH SINCERE GOODWILL AND THAT 
WE HOPE THIS NEXT MEETING WILL BRING FURTHER PROGRESS 
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TOWARD OUR AGREED GOAL OF ACHIEVING EARLY NORMALIZATION 
ON A REASONABLE BASIS. HE MIGHT NOTE THAT WHILE DIEFER- 
ENCES REMAIN ON HOW TO REACH THIS GOAL, POSITIVE RESULTS 
OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED IN WASHINGTON 
AND THAT WE HOPE THIS MOMENTUM CAN BE MAINTAINED. 

3. PRATT SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT AT THE SAME TIME OUR CON- 
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CERN THAT ONE OR TWO RECENT HANOI RADIO COMMENTARIES SEEM 
TO CONTRADICT WHAT MINISTER PHAN HIEN SAID BOTH PUBLICLY 

AND PRIVATELY LAST WEEK IN PARIS. WE HAVE IN MIND PARTICU- 
LARLY THEIR MAY 5 INTERNATIONAL BROADCAST IN ENGLISH 
STATING THAT "WAR REPARATIONS MUST BE PAID BY THE U.S." 
INSISTING UPON A U.S. OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE AID AS AN 
APPARENT PRECONDITION TO NORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS OR IN 
ORDER TO OBTAIN EURTHER INFORMATION ON MIA'S COMPLICATES 
EEEORTS TO SUSTAIN WHAT HAS OTHERWISE BEEN A GENERALLY 
POSITIVE REACTION HERE TO THE TALKS. PRATT SHOULD POINT 
OUT THAT, AS AGREED AT THE LAST SESSION, WE HAVE TRIED 
TO AVOID PUBLIC STATEMENTS WHICH COULD DETRACT EROM THE 
CONSTRUCTIVE ATMOSPHERE ESTABLISHED SO EAR. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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SUBJECT:US-SRV TALKS: ARRANGEMENTS EOR NEXT SESSION 

1 . IN REGARD TO ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE NEXT SESSION OE 
TALKS, PRATT SHOULD CONTACT SRV EMBASSY TO SUGGEST THAT 
THE TWO SIDES MEET AGAIN ON MAY 25 AND TO INVITE THE SRV 
DELEGATION TO THE EMBASSY EOR SUCH A MEETING IE THAT DATE 
IS AGREEABLE. HE SHOULD INFORM THE VIETNAMESE THAT MR. 
HOLBROOKE WILL AGAIN HEAD THE U.S. DELEGATION, WHICH WILL 
ALSO INCLUDE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME OTHER U.S. PERSONNEL 
AS LAST TIME. 
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2. PRATT SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT WE CONTINUE TO APPROACH 
THESE TALKS SERIOUSLY AND WITH SINCERE GOODWILL AND THAT 
WE HOPE THIS NEXT MEETING WILL BRING EURTHER PROGRESS 
TOWARD OUR AGREED GOAL OE ACHIEVING EARLY NORMALIZATION 
ON A REASONABLE BASIS. HE MIGHT NOTE THAT WHILE DIFEER- 
ENCES REMAIN ON HOW TO REACH THIS GOAL, POSITIVE RESULTS 

OE THE PREVIOUS MEETING HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED IN WASHINGTON 
AND THAT WE HOPE THIS MOMENTUM CAN BE MAINTAINED. 

3. PRATT SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT AT THE SAME TIME OUR CON- 
CERN THAT ONE OR TWO RECENT HANOI RADIO COMMENTARIES SEEM 
TO CONTRADICT WHAT MINISTER PHAN HIEN SAID BOTH PUBLICLY 

AND PRIVATELY LAST WEEK IN PARIS. WE HAVE IN MIND PARTICU- 
LARLY THEIR MAY 5 INTERNATIONAL BROADCAST IN ENGLISH 
STATING THAT "WAR REPARATIONS MUST BE PAID BY THE U.S." 
INSISTING UPON A U.S. OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE AID AS AN 
APPARENT PRECONDITION TO NORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS OR IN 
ORDER TO OBTAIN EURTHER INFORMATION ON MIA'S COMPLICATES 
EEEORTS TO SUSTAIN WHAT HAS OTHERWISE BEEN A GENERALLY 
POSITIVE REACTION HERE TO THE TALKS. PRATT SHOULD POINT 
OUT THAT, AS AGREED AT THE LAST SESSION, WE HAVE TRIED 
TO AVOID PUBLIC STATEMENTS WHICH COULD DETRACT EROM THE 
CONSTRUCTIVE ATMOSPHERE ESTABLISHED SO EAR. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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